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From the Principal
Dear Parents

Catholic Schools Week
This week, we celebrate a special Catholic Schools Week on the bicentenary of Catholic schools in Australia. The first
Catholic school in this country opened right here in Parramatta in 1820. A layman, George Marley, became our first
teacher working with the support of one of the first Catholic priests Fr John Therry. Together, they made school
possible for the most disadvantaged.
Later, the work of lay teachers would be supported and grown through the service of so many religious women and
men. This work, this service, this belief in the role and place of Catholic education in the lives of young people and
their families, is now our work.
Two hundred years of continuous Catholic education is a remarkable achievement. Our Catholic schools are at their
best when they become places of belonging and hope. There are now more than 43,000 young people in Western
Sydney and the Blue Mountains attending a Catholic school. St Mary of the Cross MacKillop’s call to the faithful to
respond to need when they saw it has certainly been heeded
Thank you to our parents who attended our Catholic Schools Week events this week.
As part of St Michael’s inclusion in the celebration of 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia, there are many
people past and present who have been important in making St Michael’s a great Catholic School. It is a time to give
thanks for the wonderful learning and teaching that takes place every day in every classroom.
During our Assembly on Monday 2 March each class gave thanks for all the people who have contributed to making St
Michael’s such a wonderful community. These contributions are on the next page of this newsletter.

Bushfire Fundraiser
Thank you to our children and families for the $1,212.10 raised for the bushfire fundraiser. This donation has been
sent to the St Vincent de Paul, Merimbula, who are involved in communities on the South Coast assisting people who
have lost their homes and been traumatised by the bushfires. We continue to remember people affected by the
bushfires in our thoughts and prayers.

2020 Kindergarten Welcome Barbeque
On Friday 6 March from 4.30 pm to 7.00 pm we welcome our 2020 Kindergarten children and families to our
welcome barbeque. Thank you to our P&F for organising the sausage sizzle and face painting for our Kindergarten
children. The school has organised for the Motiv8 team to join us for an hour (5.15-6.15 pm) in the Hall for some
games and entertainment for the children. We look forward to having all of our Kindergarten families present and
enjoying each other’s company. This is a great opportunity to meet the families of the children your children play with
at school and develop a network of friends.

2021 Kindergarten Open Morning
St Michael’s has had its first open day for Kindergarten enrolments 2021. The morning was very well attended and
once again our Year 6 leaders made us all so proud with the way they were able to lead groups of parents around the
school. Many of our visiting families were complimentary of our Year 6 leaders and their maturity and knowledge of
the school.
Our next 2021 Kindergarten Open Morning will be on Tuesday 31 March 2020, 9.30 am - 10.45 am
If you know families who have children interested in coming to St Michael’s in 2021, please invite them to come along
to our Open Morning.
Dear Jesus, Your heart is full of goodness and love. Your death on the cross showed us that pain offered out of
love for others can change the world. Help us treat each other with kindness. If we are in a bad mood, help us
offer that suffering for those who may have disappointed us or hurt us. We love you. We adore you. We ask
you to fill our hearts with your divine love so that we may share that love with others every day. Amen.

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead.

Catholic Schools Week
Thank you Fr Wim for sharing Jesus’ stories with us, so we
can deepen our knowledge to be respectful followers of
Jesus. Your loving and caring actions guide us in nurturing
our growing faith.
Thank you Sisters of Mercy for all you've done for our school
and for all the time you spent here. St Michael's is a wonderful school thanks to you. We are proud to grow in the
mercy tradition of Knowledge, Faith and Love.

Thank you Mrs Maka for being a great principal; building/
renovating our classrooms; providing technology for us to
use; providing things for us; organising the playground;
keeping our school safe; saying nice compliments; taking
care of teachers and students; giving us responsible rules;
telling us how to be respectful and better people.

Thank you Deacon Roque for being at our school and
serving at our church. You are helping to spread the
message of Jesus and helping us to learn about our
Parish community. With your help, we are growing our
faith. You brighten our future to follow in Jesus’ footsteps.

Thank you to our parents for helping us get safely into
school by volunteering on stop and drop.

Thank you Mrs Knispel for making sure we are safe; reminding us to be respectful; using kind words; organising
fun activities.

Thank you to our teachers for helping us learn to read and
write; for teaching us how to play nicely;
for reading us stories about Jesus

Thank you to our student leaders for leading us; helping us with Waste Free Wednesdays; guiding us in goodness; helping us
to stay safe; encouraging us in sport; helping us to make the right choices; sharing things in Assembly.

Thank you Mrs Gerometta, Mrs Brown, Mrs Parsons, Mrs
Wahab, Mrs Adler, Mrs Holliday - for helping us read and
write; for your patience and support every day so that we can
reach our goals; for guiding us and helping us in our learning;
for giving us support when we need it most;
for helping us with challenging tasks; for your support and
encouragement.

Thank you to our maintenance staff, support staff and
canteen workers for everything you do for us;
for fixing our computers when we ask; for taking care of
our school buildings and grounds;
for keeping our school gardens and grounds looking
beautiful and for caring for God’s creation;
supporting us in our learning and for providing us with
delicious food and serving us with a smile.

Thank you to our wonderful office staff for helping us when we are hurt and giving us bandaids and icepacks,
for finding our missing items and for all the things you have done for us.

Religious Education
First Reconciliation 2020 St Michael’s Church
Session 2 Parents/Children
Tuesday 10 March 7.30 pm or Wednesday 11 March 7.30 pm
Session 3 Parents/Children
Tuesday 17 March 7.30 pm or Wednesday 18 March 7.30 pm
Session 4 Parents/Children
Tuesday 24 March 7.30 pm or Wednesday 25 March 7.30 pm
All enquiries please call the Parish Office on 9639 0598

Understanding Faith Website Access
Please see the information regarding accessing Understanding Faith.
This online resource is used in classrooms to support learning in Religious Education. This site is freely available for students to access at
home.
Understanding Faith Website Link:
https://primary.understandingfaith.edu.au
Primary Login
Username:ceo.parra.1880
Password:2020.parra
Mr David Ison, Religious Education Coordinator
Year 4 Leader of Learning

ST MICHAEL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
B A U L K H A M

H I L L S

ENROLLING

NOW FOR 2021

School Open Mornings
Tuesday 31 March 2020
from 9.30 am - 10.45 am.
St Michael’s is a Catholic Primary School located at Baulkham Hills. Over fifty-five
well-qualified professional and support staff deliver quality teaching and learning
programmes, meeting students’ individual learning needs. Classroom teachers are
supported by specialist teachers, including a teacher-librarian, physical education
teacher, music and learning support teachers. All students have access to up-to-date
resources, print and digital, including a range of mobile devices.
This adds to the creation of engaging learning environments.
Our St Michael’s school community looks forward to welcoming you . . . A partnership we share.
St Michael’s Primary School, 3-5 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 2153
Telephone: (02) 9865 1600 | Email: stmichaelsbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au | Website: www.stmichaelsbhills.catholic.edu.au

Calendar Dates
WEEK 6 - Catholic Schools Week

Kindergarten 2020 Welcome BBQ 4.30-7.00 pm

Fri 6 Mar

WEEK 7 - Wellbeing Week
Mon 9 Mar

School Assembly 2.30 pm - Prayer 1 Michie

Thu 12 Mar

Cross Country Years 2-6
WEEK 8

Mon 16 Mar

School Assembly 2.30 pm - Prayer K Restuccia

Tue 17 Mar

AFL Paul Kelly Cup

Fri 20 Mar

Parramatta Cricket Trials - Penrith
WEEK 9

Mon 23 Mar

School Assembly 2.30 pm - Prayer 6 Bray

Fri 27 Mar

Mackillop Football Trials

Social Skill Tips for Parents
Week 7: C from Respect

 Cooperate with all members of the St Michael’s community.
Week 8: T from Respect

 Think before I act. Know what triggers anger.
Week 9: Mantra 1 - Stop! No! Go

 Stop! I don’t like it when you ________ (name what you
don’t like)

 No! I asked you to stop _____
 If the behaviour continues: Go and tell the teacher on duty.

Prayers
Please keep in your prayers Oliver (3D) and
Emma Stark (KR) and their family on the passing
of their paternal grandmother.
Eternal rest grant to her Lord. Let Your perpetual light shine
upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen.

WEEK 10
Mon 30 Mar

School Assembly 2.30 pm - Prayer 5 Oliveri

Tue 31 Mar

2020 Kindergarten Open Morning 9.30-10.45 am

Thu 2 Apr

School photos - Staff and students
WEEK 11

Mon 6 Apr

Holy Week Non Eucharistic Liturgy 12 noon
School Assembly - Prayer 4 Francis

Thu 9 Apr

Parking around the school
Please be mindful when you park your car on the streets
around the school that you ensure that residents’ driveways
are not obstructed.
Thank you for your support and understanding.

Morning routine at St Michael’s
In order for the children to develop their social skills,

Holy Week Non Eucharistic Liturgy 10.15 am

independence and confidence we ask that when you bring

Yr 4 Excursion - Riverside Theatres
End of Term 1 - 3.10 pm

your child to the school playground that you give them a hug/

School Holidays Friday 10 April to Sunday 26 April 2020

kiss and leave the grounds as soon as possible.
Morning supervision commences at 8.20 am.
This play time in the morning gives the children opportunity to

TERM 2 WEEK 1

socialise, make friends and play their ball games with each
other. Please give them this experience and build their

Mon 27 Apr

Students and Staff return for Term 2
School Assembly - Prayer 6 Knight

Wed 29 Apr

Parramatta Rugby Trials

Thu 30 Apr

Mother’s Day Gift Stall

Fri 1 May

Kindy Excursion - Riverside Theatre “Edward
the Emu”

children on the playground and do not go up the stairs with

School Terms - 2020

We also request that parents do not go to classrooms without

Term 1—Tuesday 28 January to Thursday 9 April 2020
Term 2 - Monday 27 April to Friday 3 July
Term 3 - Monday 20 July to Friday 25 September
Term 4 - Monday 12 October to Friday 18 December*

 Students finish Wednesday 16 December
 Staff Development Days Thursday 17 &
Friday 18 December

confidence by leaving the grounds once you have said
your goodbyes. Please do not join in their ball games as
some children are getting upset that their parent is not there /
cannot join in.
For safety reasons, please say all your goodbyes to your
toddlers or assist your child in carrying their school bag.
an appointment. If you need to speak with a teacher, please
leave a message at the school office or send in via email.
These messages are forwarded to teachers and they will get
back to you as soon as they can.
We want all the children to feel St Michael’s is a happy and
safe place. These small steps in establishing routine can help
us all build the children’s independence.
We thank you for your understanding and support.

National Young Leader’s Day 2020
On Monday 2 March all of the St Michael’s school leaders went to
the National Young Leader’s Day in the city at the ICC.
We listened to the guest speakers share their life lessons with us.
Erin Molan told us to never give up and don’t let people tell you
you’re not good enough. Rove McManus taught us that sharing
ideas with one another is good. Bianca Chatfield taught us to
always feel good about yourself, be confident and be resilient.
John Coutis taught us to always be yourself, no matter who you’re
with or where you are, be yourself. Overall we had a fantastic time
and would love to go again.
We would like to thank Mrs Knispel and Mr Baker for taking us and
giving us this wonderful opportunity.

News from 1 Fleming
In 1 Fleming we warm up our brains before each Maths lesson, so that we are ready to do hard thinking for our main task.
Here we are organising a collection of counters so that we can see how many there are just by looking and thinking.

We love playing friends of 10 go fish

We use Maths equipment to help us number bust.

Exciting News from
St Michael’s Faith in Action Team!
St Michael’s Faith in Action Team (FIAT) aims to foster the personal and spiritual growth of our
students by engaging them in faith experiences and events. Through these experiences, we
build stronger connections between our school and our faith community.
Faith on Fire
Each term, Year 5 students have the opportunity to join the Faith on
Fire group with Mrs Lazaroo. Students are involved in faith-based
Creative Arts activities, dance, music, drama and visual arts when the
Faith on Fire group meets once a week. The students enjoy sharing
their faith with their peers at our school assemblies each term.
Mini Vinnies
Year 3 - 6 students have the opportunity to join the Mini Vinnies
group with Miss Herzog and Miss Flannery. The students in Mini
Vinnies help raise awareness of social justice issues in our
community.

Lifted Live Junior
featuring Genevieve
In February, students involved in the Faith on
Fire group had the opportunity to attend a
special event, Lifted Live Junior at Rooty Hill
RSL, organised by Catholic Education Diocese
of Parramatta and Catholic Youth Parramatta.
This exciting event gathered 250 students
from 17 primary schools in our Diocese and
offered a combination of music, testimony,
discussion and prayer with Genevieve Bryant
who is a highly acclaimed young Catholic
singer and songwriter from Victoria. She was a
headline performer for the Australian Catholic
Youth Festivals in Adelaide 2015, Sydney 2017 and Perth 2019.

In the weeks leading
up to Lifted Live
Junior, Faith on Fire
worked with Sr Rosie
Drum, from the
Missionaries of God’s
Love, to prepare a
drama to share with
the students and
teachers at the event.
Students performed
the drama about listening for God’s call and serving God in all
that we do in our everyday lives.

Moments that ‘Lifted’ Us!
I loved the music and how Genevieve Bryant’s songs
and actions bring out our faith in God.
- Lilly
We had the opportunity to meet Sr Rosie who is a
sister in the Missionaries of God’s Love. She was
awesome and worked with us to learn a drama skit
to share on the day.
- Emily
Bishop Vincent spoke to us about how we are called
to serve others, in our families and those in need of
our help such as those affected by the bushfires.
- Charlotte
I liked meeting children from other schools and
hearing their ideas about how we can live and grow
in our faith.
- Ashleigh
We learnt actions to new songs and I
loved the dancing!
- Lizanne
I have been inspired to live my faith and
discover God’s plan for me.
- Zuzanna

Bishop Vincent challenged students to always
love and serve in their communities and work
together in response to ecological crises such as
the recent bushfires.
Catholic Youth Parramatta helped students reflect
on the themes and messages in Christus Vivit, a letter by Pope Francis for young people. The
key messages were “God loves you, Christ saves you and Christ is alive!” We are Christ for so
many people every day and we are challenged to show that Christ is alive through how we live
our lives. God asks us to do great things and to dare to be different!

Gilroy Catholic
College

Enrolments for Year 7 2021
Applications close Friday 27
March 2020
First Round Offers will be sent
out Monday 6 April 2020
Families who wish to enrol
for Year 7 2021 and
currently have a student
attending Gilroy will need to
complete an application
form.

Star Corner
Congratulations to Scarlett B,
Olivia S, Tayah P and Zara M who
played in NSW State Cup on the
weekend of 22 & 23 February. They
represented the Hills Bulls.
They were undefeated for 8 games and
after making it to the Grand Final,
narrowly lost 2-1.
An amazing effort!

Application Packages are
available from the College office
or you can download the forms
from the College website:
gilroy.catholic.edu.au
click on How to Enrol
For all enquiries contact the
College office on 8853 8200 or
the Registrar Mary McBain at
Gilroy@parra.catholic.edu.au

Photographs taken at school

Medication/Medical conditions

From time to time photographs may be taken of your child
whilst they are at school. These photos may be used in
school Newsletters, publications and the school website.
They may also be used by Catholic Education, Parramatta
Diocese in their publications and website.

Each year St Michael’s needs to update medication/medical
condition records.

If you do not wish your child’s photo to be taken, please put
this in writing and address to the Principal, Mrs Maka.

Should your child’s medical status change at any time, please
contact the office/class teacher on 9865 1600 to discuss.

If your child needs to take medication, forms will be sent
home this term for you to complete. Could you please return
your forms as soon as possible.

COMPLAINTS AND GRIEVANCES
Policy and Procedures
At St Michael’s Primary School, Baulkham Hills, the dignity of each individual is valued and the rights and beliefs of all members
of the community are respected. St Michael’s follows the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta Complaint Handling Policy
and Procedures which is available from the school office and on the school website.
However, from time to time concerns may arise between different groups within the school community. At St Michael’s we aim
to attempt resolution as soon as any concerns arise.
Procedural Fairness
We endeavour to ensure that our student behaviour procedures and strategies allow for procedural fairness. We believe that
procedural fairness is a basic right of all when dealing with school authorities. We apply the “right to an unbiased decision” and
the “hearing rule”.
The “right to an unbiased decision” includes the right to:




impartiality in an investigation and decision making
an absence of bias by a decision-maker

The “hearing rule” includes the right of the student against whom an allegation has been made to:



know the allegations related to a specific matter and any other information which will be taken into account in
considering the matter
know the process by which the matter will be considered
respond to the allegations
know how to repair relationships and to “make things right”
know how to seek a review of the decision made in response to the allegations.






In order to ensure procedural fairness, school staff need to be allowed to investigate and respond to matters in an appropriate
manner. Parents must always communicate directly with the staff of the school when they have concerns about student
behaviour, rather than approach individual students or parents with their concerns
Parents
Complaints or grievances pertaining to classroom issues or that relate to other children are to be dealt with by school
personnel. It is not appropriate for parents to approach other children or other parents while on school premises to resolve
issues.
The recommended procedure to be followed by parents is:







The first point of contact is the child’s class teacher. An appointment with the teacher should be made via the school
office or directly with the teacher.
If parents are not satisfied with the solutions offered or believe they have not been given a fair hearing, they are
encouraged to make an appointment with either the Principal or Assistant Principal, to discuss the issue further.
Parents are reminded that there are always two sides to every story and while it is important to listen to their own child,
it is also just as important not to draw conclusions or make accusations until all the facts are known.
Parents may also contact Catholic Education, Diocese of Parramatta for further discussion.
All parties should aim to work towards a mutually agreeable solution to the grievance.

Students
The recommended procedure for students who have complaints or grievances is:





If and when issues arise in the classroom, students are encouraged to speak to the class teacher in order to seek
assistance in finding a resolution.
Students encountering problems on the playground are asked to talk to the staff member on duty, who will then if
necessary refer it to the class teacher or one of the school’s Leadership team.
Students may also speak to any other staff member regarding any issues.

Employees
The recommended procedure to follow is the procedure set out in the Diocesan “Complaint Handling Policy and Procedures.”
Appeal
A person who is not satisfied the matter has been resolved appropriately may choose to appeal to the Principal of the school if
the Principal has not been involved in investigating or examining the complaint, or is not the person named as the source of the
grievance / complaint.
Alternatively an appeal may be made to the Director of Performance for the school who may be contacted at the CEDP.
For CEDP matters an appeal may be made to the Executive Director of Schools.
Further information can be found on our school website:
http://www.stmichaelsbhills.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Global/Policies/Complaint-Handling--Policy.ashx

SPONSORS
We train students
across all age groups
in a variety of
disciplines, including
Muay Thai, Boxing,
Kickboxing, Karate,
Mixed Martial Arts
and more.
Pollet’s Martial Arts
Castle Hill
30/5 Salisbury Rd
Castle Hill

Specialists in English
& Maths Tuition, Yrs 2-12
inclusive. Qualified
Teachers/ HSC Markers
Pre Trial HSC Paper
1 & 2 (April & July).
CBK Select Castle Hill
3-9 Terminus St,
Castle Hill

John’s Car Care

AUDITIONING NOW
Can your child sing, dance, act or tumble?
Jess.T Productions is casting for their next production "NEVERLAND"
We are looking talent of all ages to play lead roles and perform in the
ensemble. For more information please contact Jess on 0402 656 609 or
Email- info@jesst.com.au for an information pack.
Be a part of something magical!
WWW.JESST.COM.AU

This Newsletter is available for viewing on our website: www.stmichaelsbhills.parra.catholic.edu.au

