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From the Principal
Dear Parents

Welcome
It will be wonderful to welcome back all of our children on Monday 25 October. This is something that we have
been waiting for and the day has finally arrived!
As we welcome back our children we want them to feel comfortable and secure and give them time to settle in.
Sometime during each day we will continue to provide them with wellbeing activities focusing on team building,
connectedness, gratitude and mindfulness.
St Michael?s will continue to follow the advice given by the NSW State Government and Catholic Education
Diocese of Parramatta regarding the return of our children back to face-to-face learning at school. Further
information on returning to school next week has been sent home to our families.

Morning Stop & Drop
A big thank you to Liz Kalal, Stop & Drop Coordinator, for the response to calling together all the volunteers to
resume Stop & Drop in the mornings. Thank you to our wonderful volunteers for your assistance. It is lovely to
welcome you back.

Year 6 Graduation Mass and Awards Ceremony
Thank you to Fr Wim for providing us with the opportunity to celebrate Year 6 graduation with our families in the
Church. Graduation will be held on Thursday 9 December with Mass at 6 pm and the Award Ceremony at 7 pm.
Having it in the Church allows us to have two members of each child?s family present to celebrate this special
occasion for the Year 6 children. Further information will be provided closer to the date.

2022 Kindergarten Orientation
A letter to our 2022 Kindergarten families will be sent out next week with an update on the current situation
regarding orientation.

World Teachers?Day 29 October
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our teachers at St Michael?s for their dedication, hard work,
inspiration and their love of learning and care for the children in this community.
Well don e on an ou t st an din g job.
I am sure that all of you would agree that the teachers throughout this period of COVID learning@home have
done a great job and we would all like to thank them and wish them the very best.

Teachers are like angels who enlighten our lives with knowledge and wisdom.
We wish you happiness, prosperity, and joy because teachers like you deserve the best.
Happy World Teachers?Day!

Prayer

Thank you, God, for the great teachers in my life,
dedicated women and men whose life lessons remain in my mind,
whose spirits enliven my heart, whose models I seek to follow.
whose names I lift up to you in prayer.
Thank you, God, for all that I have learned from them,
all that I continue to learn from them. Amen

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead.

Enrolling now for 2022
Kindergarten to Year 6
Phone 9865 1600
Please contact us as soon as possible if you wish
to enrol your child for 2022

Social Skill Tips for Parents

Prayers

Week 3: Ask f or h elp if you n eed it
- Ask for help if you need it; whether in the playground,
with work in the classroom, or out of school.
- Ask questions that will help you understand the task.

Please keep in your prayers Eli K (5CM)
and family on the passing of his
paternal grandfather - Dan Kennedy,
Tralee, Ireland.

Week 4: Per sever an ce
- Having the ability to continue to maintain a purpose in
spite of difficulties.
- Keep trying even when work seems too hard.
- FAIL: First Attempt In Learning;
- Try a new strategy; Ask for assistance.

Please keep in your prayers Mrs Orehek and her
family on the passing of her mother-in-law.
Eternal rest grant to them Lord. Let Your perpetual
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
We also pray for those in our community who may be
unwell or suffering at the moment.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
?We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard.?
(Acts 4:20)
Once we experience the power of God?s love, and recognise his
fatherly presence in our personal and community life, we
cannot help but proclaim and share what we have seen and
heard. Jesus?relationship with his disciples and his humanity,
as revealed to us in the mystery of his Incarnation, Gospel and
Paschal Mystery, shows us the extent to which God loves our
humanity and makes his own our joys and sufferings, our
hopes and our concerns (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22). Everything
about Christ reminds us that he knows well our world and its
need for redemption, and calls us to become actively engaged
in this mission: ?Go therefore to the highways and byways, and
invite everyone you find? (Mt 22:9). No one is excluded, no one
need feel distant or removed from this compassionate love.
View t h e w h ole m essage h er e

Band lessons
Band lessons will not take place on site for the
remainder of 2022.
Children will undertake their lessons outside of school
hours at home.
Please contact Teaching Services Australia for more
information on your child's band lesson.

Calendar Dates - Term 4
Week 4
M on 25 Oct

Fr i 29 Oct

All children return to school
Hillsbus recommence school bus operation
Healthy Canteens reopens at school
"Day for Daniel" - Wear red with your sports
uniform
World Mission Month Liturgy 9.15 am

Week 5
Tu es 2 Nov

All Souls Day

Wed 3 Nov

K2022 Kindergarten Parent Information
Evening via Zoom - 7 pm

Th u r s 4 Nov

Band demonstration via Zoom - Yrs 2-5

Week 10
M on 6 Dec

Year 6's Big Day In - Motiv8

Th u r s 9 Dec

Year 6 Graduation Mass 6 pm - Parish Church
Year 6 Award Ceremony 7 pm - Parish Church

Week 11
Tu es 14 Dec

2022 Promotions Afternoon 2.00-3.00 pm
School finishes for 2021 at 3.10 pm

2021 School Terms
Ter m 4 en ds f or t h e ch ildr en on Tu esday 14 Decem ber
Staff Development Days for school staff:
Wednesday 15 December-Friday 17 December

2022 School Terms
Ter m 1 - Fr iday 28 Jan u ar y t o Fr iday 8 Apr il
- Friday 28 January & Monday 31 January - Mathematic
Assessment Interviews Years 1-6
- Tuesday 1 February - Years 1-6 Commence
- Wednesday 2 February - Mathematic Assessment
Interviews Kindergarten
- Thursday 3 February - Kindergarten children
commence
- Friday 8 April - Staff Development Day
Ter m 2 - Tu esday 26 Apr il t o Fr iday 1 Ju ly
- Friday 1 July - Staff Development Day
Ter m 3 - M on day 18 Ju ly t o Fr iday 23 Sept em ber

Staff Development Day
Wednesday 15 December
On Wednesday 15 December our staff will be
undertaking
undertaking a
a professional
professional learning
learning day.
day in *
The
The school
school will
will be
be closed
closed and
and no
no supervision
supervision will
will
be provided. Please make alternative care
be provided. Please make alternative care
arrangements for your child/ren on this day.
arrangements for your child/ren on this day.
Tuesday 14 December will be the students' final
Thank you for your support .
day for Term 4, 2021.
Thank you for your support .

Classes for 2022
This term our teachers will be working together to
formulate our classes for 2022. Our goal is to form
parallel, even class groups in each grade.
The teachers look at the learning needs of each
student, their behaviour and their social /
emotional needs.
If you believe your child has any of the above
needs which should be considered for their
placement in a class for 2022, please put this
information into a letter to the Principal.
This is not an invitation for you to nominate your
child?s teacher. It is however, an opportunity to
highlight any special needs that will help the
teachers form class groups for 2022.
Teachers will also provide the children with an
opportunity to nominate 2 or 3 friends that they
would like to be with in 2022. The school will
endeavour to have at least one of their friends
progress with them if this is in your child?s best
interest.
On Tuesday 14 December at 2.00 pm our children
will have the opportunity to meet their 2022
teacher together with their new classmates.

Families leaving St Michael?s
at the end of the year
If your family is not returning to St Michael?s for
Years 1-6 in 2022, please let Mrs Maka, Principal,
know as soon as possible. This will assist with
placing students in classes for 2022.

Ter m 4 - M on day 10 Oct ober - Tu esday 20 Decem ber

Please address all letters/emails to Mrs Maka,
Principal, c/o the school office.

- Monday 20 December & Tuesday 20 December Staff Development Day

Please contact the school office for further
information on 9865 1600.

Visitors to the school site
Until the guidelines change parents, carers and other non-essential visitors are not allowed on the school site,
including the school foyer. The school office door is locked at 9.15 am and reopened at 2.30 pm. The following
protocols are in place:
-

-

-

We ask that you do not come to the school office unless it is absolutely necessary. Please ensure that
your child has all items they need for the day including food, drink, hats, correct uniform.
If your child is late, for their own safety, please walk them down to the school office and ring the
doorbell and wait for a staff member to open the door for your child to enter.
If you are picking up your child early, please call the school office 5-10 minutes before you arrive so that
your child will be waiting for you when you arrive. When you arrive, please ring the doorbell and we will
organise for your child to meet you outside the office door.
If it you n eed t o com e in t o t h e sch ool of f ice, you m u st f ollow m ask w ear in g gu idelin es by w ear in g
a m ask , u se t h e Ser vice NSW QR code, pr ovide you r det ails also t o st af f f or ou r con t act t r acin g
r ecor ds an d sh ow eviden ce of vaccin at ion st at u s. Please r in g t h e bell on ar r ival.
When you are dropping off or picking up your child, please maintain physical distance by avoiding
gathering with others outside of the school gates.
Remain outside of school grounds (note some exceptions may apply regarding students with specific
needs or sites with specific purposes), vulnerable students or students with a disability).

Term 4 Parent School Fee Statements
School Fee Statements were issued on 13 October 2021. The Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP)
continues to work hard to support families in our communities who are struggling financially as a result of
COVID-19.
Reversal of the Activity Fee has now been credited back to families. If you have already paid your account in
full then the credit will be carried forward to your 2022 fees.
If you have any queries regarding your account, payment arrangement or outstanding fees please contact our
School Finance Officer, Mrs Adriana Grima on 02 9865 1600 or email: agrima7@parra.catholic.edu.au.

Day for Daniel? Friday 29 October
Day for Daniel is Australia?s largest day of action to raise
awareness of child safety, protection, and harm prevention. Held
annually on the last Friday of October, Day for Daniel honours
the memory of Daniel Morcombe.
The theme is Wear Red, Educate and Donate.
On t h is day t h e ch ildr en can w ear som et h in g r ed w it h t h eir
spor t s u n if or m ? a r ed r ibbon , a r ed sh ir t , r ed sock s, et c.
Parents, carers, and educators are encouraged to start a
conversation with children and young people about personal
safety. Schools and early learning centres conduct child safety
education activities. Businesses and community come together
to raise awareness of child safety issues.
Day for Daniel is the Daniel Morcombe Foundation?s biggest
fundraiser each year. Your support through fundraising helps
them to continue developing free resources and programs for
parents, carers, and educators to teach children how to stay
safe. Funds also contribute to supporting young victims of crime.
More information can be found at the Daniel Morcombe
Foundation: https://danielmorcombe.com.au/
and donations can be made
https://danielmorcombe.com.au/donate/

