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St  Michael's Pr im ary School 
Newslet t er

Term 1 Week 8:  Friday 18 March 2022

Message f rom  t he Pr incipal

Dear Parents/ Caregivers

Mad Hat t ers Tea Par t y - Kindergar t en

Excitement in the air and smiling faces - that was the scene on Thursday and 
Friday when Kindergarten celebrated the Mad Hatter 's Tea Party.  The children 
entertained their families with their singing of I'm a little tea pot, Dr Knickerbocker 
Number 9, We're following where Jesus Leads, I know I am special and Friends.

Mums and Dads / Grandparents stood proudly enjoying this special time, 
commenting on how much they missed not being able to come into the school.

Our Year 6 buddies joined Kindergarten and their parents for morning tea.  This was so special and important 
for parents to be able to put a face to their child's buddy.

Congratulations to the Kindergarten teachers for their creativity and 
planning of the Morning Tea Party together with the back drop for the 
photos in the Hall.

Morning tea of course was a great success allowing our families to 
mingle and make new friends.  A great community building event.

St  Vincent  de Paul Flood Appeal

Yesterday we gathered together as a school to pray for the victims of the floods.  I spoke to the children about 
how privileged they were to live in an area where the flood did not impact their lives and how lucky they were to 
have a mufti day where they did not have to contribute anything - it was their Mum and Dad who did the work 
and made the donation.  I spoke about their contribution to the flood appeal as not being about them 
contributing money but it would be to go home and be grateful for everything their parents provide 
for them.  To say thank you to Mum and Dad and more importantly to show through their actions 
how much they appreciate their parents and what they do to provide them with a home, toys, etc.

Thank you to all of our families for their donation to the flood appeal. At this point in time St 
Michael's has raised $5,224.  Thank you for your compassion and generosity.

Car  park

Thank you to all of our families who are responding in a positive and responsible manner to 
our request for safe behaviour in the car park.  There has been a complete turnaround and 
we no longer have cars double parking or parking along the pedestrian walkway.

The creation of a pedestrian crossing we hope will further remind both drivers and 
pedestrians of safe behaviour.

Please use the pedestrian crossing in the car park.  This will help to teach your child safe 
practices when they are out on the road.  Holding your child's hand and talking to them 
about the need to stay close and not run around cars will also help to keep them safe.

Year  6 Leaders

Our Year 6 Student Leaders have played an outstanding role in helping our Kindergarten children transition to 
school.  The kindergarten children feel much more confident coming to school having the experience of Year 6 
walking them to their play area.

What a fantastic job the Year 6 leaders did with the planning and celebrating of Wellbeing Week and Clean up 
Australia Day.  The games that the students organised were enjoyed by everyone.  We look forward to the 
celebration of Harmony Day next week.



Year  5 

After a couple of years in the planning our new flexible furniture has arrived and the students are really enjoying 
their classroom environment - lounges, high tables, bar stools and new desks have created a very grown up 
space that will help to support the students to be able to work collaboratively and individually - hot spotting like 
they do in the real world.

Harm ony Week

During Week 9 as a school we will be celebrating Harmony Week.  Harmony Week is a week to celebrate 
Australian multiculturalism, based on the successful integration of migrants into our community.
We celebrate the diversity in our school and broader community by learning about different countries and their 
cultures.

There will be a range of activities led by the Year 6 leaders and teachers throughout the week.
On Monday 21 March, Students are invited to wear a splash of orange, e.g. socks, ribbon, scrunchie along with 
their uniform.

We look forward to sharing and learning about the cultures in our school community.

Prayer

Lord, help me to understand that kindness is not just a single act, but what I do in word and deed repeatedly to 
build a climate of love around me.

Kindness is a candle to keep burning brightly.

It is respecting and encouraging others, standing up to defend them when they face bullying and intimidation.

Help me to continue learning the lesson that Life is about living generously in the services of others.

Life is about who I am and how I love.

May we allow the risen Christ to infuse our minds and hearts with the grace of His kindness.  Amen

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead.



2023 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS

Enrolm ent  packages can be collect ed f rom  t he school of f ice bet ween 8.00 am  and 4.00 pm

Enrolm ent  Process:

Enrolment at St Michael?s Primary Catholic Primary School includes the return of all the Enrolment Application 
forms (A, B, C) with the following documents

- Birth Certificate - copy and original for viewing
- Baptism Certificate - copy and original for viewing
- Proof of address must also be sighted, e.g. driver?s licence or rate notice
- Immunisation History Statement (visit www.medicareaustralia.gov.au or call 1800 653 809 and request your 

statement)
- Passport with visa, if applicable - if you or your children were not born in Australia.

It is essential that both parents/guardians sign the different sections of the Enrolment Application. Your prompt 
return of this form will be appreciated.

New Fam ilies will be contacted as soon as possible for an interview.

Exist ing fam il ies in the school with Kindergarten 2023 children will be offered a place based on the Enrolment 
Application and supporting documents being received and finalised.

All schools in the Diocese will be making first round offers from 1 April.

For those children who have a diagnosis of learning difficulties, autism, or being on the spectrum, we ask that 
you provide the school with the appropriate report from the specialist or other practitioner. In that way the 
school can ensure that we have the appropriate resources and support in place for entry into school. We will 
contact you with regard to meeting you and your child to support their needs prior to them starting in 2021. 

We look forward to your child starting with us in 2023!

Please contact the school office on 9865 1600 for further information.

Wellbeing

Congratulations to the Quinn Mercy House who 
enjoyed their reward afternoon on Friday, Week 6. 
Due to the wet weather, our reward afternoon 
activities had to be changed.  K?2 enjoyed a short 
movie in the Mercy Room and Year 3?6 showed their 
moves in a dance session in the Hall.

As a way of acknowledging the recipients of Silver 
and Gold PAWs awards, a new Wellbeing display 
board has been put up outside the library. Photos of 
children who receive a silver or gold award will be 
displayed on the board. This is a way for us all to 
recognise these wonderful children.

In Week 7 and 8 our focus has been on Respect  for  
t he Environm ent . In class and at assembly, we have 
talked about using equipment appropriately and 
ways we can keep our school clean and tidy. Our 
Clean up Australia Day event last Friday certainly 
helped to promote this expectation.

Well done St Michael?s.   St Michael's Wellbeing Team 



Social Sk il l  Tips and Mant ras

Week  9:  Mant ra 1

- Stop! I don?t like it when you .............  (name what you 
don?t like).

- No! I asked you to stop ...................
- If the behaviour continues:  Go and tell the teacher on 

duty.

Week 10:  Mant ra 2 Public and Pr ivat e behaviour
             and language.

- Public or Private?  Children need to be responsible for 
their language and actions.Certain behaviour may be 
acceptable at home or in a private place that is not 
acceptable in the classroom or playground.

Week 11:  The Net work  Hand

- The ?Network Hand?. The children list five people, 
from various areas in their life that they trust and can 
go to if they need help. These people must be over 18 
years of age.

2022 School Term s

Term  1 - Fr iday 28 January t o Fr iday 8 Apr i l
Friday 8 April - Staff Development Day

Term  2 - Tuesday 26 Apr i l t o Fr iday 1 July
Friday 1 July - Staff Development Day

Term  3 - Monday 18 July t o Fr iday 23 Sept em ber

Term  4 - Monday 10 Oct ober  - Tuesday 20 Decem ber

Monday 19 December & Tuesday 20 December - 
Staff Development Days

Calendar  Dat es

Week 9 - Harm ony Week

Mon 21 Mar Harmony Day - Wear a splash of orange 
with the school uniform
School Assembly 2.15 pm Kindergarten

Tue 22 Mar Kindergarten 2023 Open morning 9.30 am

Thu 24 Mar School photos for children absent on 
Friday 11 March (* more information below)
Years 3 & 5 Practice Naplan Test

Week 10

Mon 28 Mar School Assembly 2.15 pm Year 6

Tue 29 Mar Years 2-6 Cross Country

Thu 31 Mar Kindergarten 2023 Open morning 9.30 am

Week 11

Mon 4 Apr School Assembly 2.15 pm Year 5

Tue 5 Apr Term 1 Student & Citizen of the Term 
Awards 2.30 pm

Thu 7 Apr Term 1 finishes for Students at 3.10 pm

Fri 8 Apr Staff Development Day - Pupil free

St af f  Developm ent  Day - Fr iday 8 Apr i l

On Friday 8 April our staff will be undertaking a 
professional learning day.

The school will be closed and no supervision will be 
provided. 

Please make alternative care arrangements for your 
child/ren on this day.  Thank you.

* School Phot o m akeup day (m orning)
Thursday 24 March

The photographer will be back next Thursday to take 
photos of the students who were absent on Friday 11 
March as well as the extracurricular photos - Choir, 
Band and the Year 6 Leaders photo.  

Family photos that were pre-ordered and were not 
taken due to your children's absence will also be taken 
from 8.30 am in the morning until 8.50 am.

If you child needs their photo taken on this day, please 
send them to school in their full school uniform even if 
it is their sports day.

Prayers

Please keep in your prayers Mrs Isaac and 
her family on the passing of her 
father-in-law.

Eternal rest grant to him Lord.  Let Your perpetual light 
shine upon him.  May he rest in peace.  Amen. 

We  pray for those in our community who may be 
unwell or suffering at the moment. 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

School Fees

Term 1,2022 School Fees are now due.  

Should you wish to set up a payment arrangement or 
discuss your account please contact Mrs Adriana 
Grima (Finance Officer) on 02 9865 1600.

Par ish car  park

Just a reminder that parents need to hold their 
children?s hand and resist using the telephone whilst 
in the car park.  We had a near miss where a father 
was on the phone and his children ran through the car 
park.



MATHEMATICS

High Dist inct ion

Year 6:  Midhushan P

Dist inct ion

Year 3:  Will D, Daniel K, Erin M, Eliza M

Year 4:  Nuo C, Akshara K, Kelson T

Year 5:  Alex W

Year 6:  Alexander V

Credit

Year 3:  Ryena A, Prisha K, Amelie P, Penelope S, 
Amelia T, Eloise T

Year 4:  Chloe L, Jacob M, April W

Year 5:  Jared C

ENGLISH

Dist inct ion

Year 3:  Ryena A, Daniel K, Audrey S, Penelope S

Year 4:  Nuo C, Chloe L

Year 6:  Charlotte L

Credit

Year 3:  Isabella K, Erin M, Eliza M, Niamh M, Amelie P,

Anya R, Connor S, Eloise T

Year 4:  Martina B, Akshara K, Kelson T

Year 5:  Bianca D, Emily M, Amelia N, Alex W

Year 6:  Aidan S, Jason S, Alexander V

SCIENCE

Dist inct ion

Year 3:  Daniel K, Eloise T

Year 4:  Nuo C

Year 6:  Midhushan P, Aidan S, Alexander V

Credit

Year 3:  Will D, Erin M, Eliza M, Anya R, Audrey S, 

              Connor S, Amelia T

Year 4:  Chloe L

Year 5:  Emily M, Alex W

Year 6:  Charlotte L

Int ernat ional Com pet it ions and Assessm ent s 
for  Schools (ICAS) 2021

Years 3-6 MATHEMATICS AND ENGLISH

Congratulations to all of the children who participated in 
the English, Mathematics and Science Competitions last  
year  in Term  4 2021. 

Well done to the following children 
on their achievement.

NAPLAN  

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy? important 
skills that each child needs to succeed in school and 
life. The NAPLAN tests are designed to help us make 
sure students are on track with their literacy and 
numeracy development. Students in Years 3,5, 7 and 
9 participate in NAPLAN tests for reading, writing, 
conventions of language (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and numeracy. 

Between 10-20 May 2022 our school will participate 
in NAPLAN Online. Students do not need to be 
computer experts to take the NAPLAN test online. 
Making sure students have computer skills is part of 
our school curriculum, and our teachers will ensure 
your child is familiar with the online format. 

To see the types of questions and interactive 
features of NAPLAN Online, visit:

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment 

If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, 
please contact your child?s teacher. 

For more information on how to support your child 
during NAPLAN:

 https://nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support

Naplan Pract ice Test 

Next  week on Thursday 24 March st udent s in 
Year  3 and Year  5 w il l  be par t icipat ing in a 
Naplan Pract ice t est . 

The purpose of this test is to provide an 
opportunity for students to practise answering 
different types of questions online. 

It is a coordinated practice test occurring at the 
same time in all CEDP schools. 

There are no results from this practice test. 

St udent s w il l  require t heir  own headphones or  
earbuds. If  you have any quest ions or  
concerns please cont act  Mrs Knispel via t he 
school of f ice.

NAPLAN Online Test ing for  Years 3 and 5 w il l  be 
held dur ing 10-20 May.

All Years 3 and 5 st udent s require ear  buds for  
t hese online t est s.

Uniform s
Thank you very much for the parents who are so 
generously offering to send in second hand 
uniforms to the school.  Unfortunately we cannot 
accept any more at the moment as we do not 
have enough storage space.



COVID-19 Self -Isolat ion Requirem ent  Changes

There are a number of important changes to the public health orders that are now in effect.  

The Minister has made the Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order 2022, which commenced at 5pm 2 
March. The Order revokes and remakes the Public Health (COVID-19 Self-Isolation) Order (No 4) 2021, however 
the exemptions remain in place including exemptions for critical workers. 

We note the following with regard to Close and household cont act s:

- A close contact notified by an authorised contact tracer must self-isolate for 7 days.

- A household contact must self isolate for 7 days commencing from when the diagnosed person took the 

test (note, in practice this could end up being less than 7 days if the diagnosed person took a PCR test 

and it took a couple of days to get a positive result). This is a change from the previous order where the 7 

days is counted from the time the person was last in contact with the diagnosed case.

- A household contact is not obligated to self-isolate as a contact more than once in a 21 day period (if that 

person is diagnosed with COVID-19, they will need to self-isolate as COVID positive).

- A household contact is not obligated to self isolate as a contact if they have already completed their 

self-isolation period and are subsequently notified by another household contact, and it has been no 

more than 14 days since the initial period.

- A close contact or household contact is not required to self-isolate as a contact if the person previously 

had COVID-19 and it has been less than 8 weeks since the person ceased self-isolating as a case (this has 

increased from 28 days).

Refer to the NSW Health COVID-19 self-isolation guideline and support for detailed guidance.

Spor t
Congratulations to the swimmers who competed in the 
Zone Swimming Carnival in Week 6.

The following students finished in the top four and 
progressed to the Diocesan Swimming Carnival:

Joshua C, Charlotte C, Isaac H,  
Jonathan H, Xavier C, Cruz H, William I

William was also awarded the Senior 
Boys Age Champion

Mr Kovelis, Sports coordinator

St ar  corner

Congratulations to Caellan V (3MO)  who 
bagged Gold in Kata and Bronze in 
Kumite U10 Division at the NSW 
Karate All Styles on 26 February 
held at Whitlam Leisure Centre in 
Liverpool.
On 12 March, he won gold medals 
in both Forms and Combat at the 
NSW Karate Championship and 
was declared the 2022 Australian Karate Federation's 
NSW State Champion in Male Kata and Male Kumite 
U10 Division.
Caellan qualified and was selected to be a member of 
the 2022 NSW Karate State Team and will represent 
NSW at the AKF National Championships this year.  

Well done Caellan and good luck!

Em ails t o t he school
If you are emailing the school, please provide 
details of your child's full name and teacher or 
learning support teacher so that we can refer your 
email to the correct person.  Thank you.

Slow  & Go Rem inder

Just a reminder that if you are going to the Slow & 
Go queue in the afternoon, please join from the 
bottom of Chapel Lane.  

Recently a vehicle turned out from Wandana 
Avenue into Chapel Lane and pushed in the 
middle of the Slow & Go queue which also 
blocked half of the driveway of house 13 Chapel 
Lane.

Please be respectful and join at the end of the 
queue on Chapel Lane as parents have been 
waiting patiently in the Slow & Go queue.  

Thank you for your cooperation and support.

 

Cant een

If you need to make contact with the Canteen 
regarding your child's order, please call Healthy 
Canteens on 9678 9242. 
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Kindergar t en Mad Hat t er 's Tea Par t y





Reading

St Michael's promotes the love of reading both through our 
classroom practice and our library visits together with the 
Executive Director 's Summer Reading Challenge.

The government also has a 
reading challenge that is 
open to all students, the 
NSW Premier 's Reading 
Challenge.  

For more information and 
to register your child 
please go to the PRC 
website at:  



St Michael’s Catholic Primary School 
Quick Reference Guide 2022 

Leave, Medication, Uniform and Canteen forms are located on our website at:   
http://www.stmichaelsbhills.catholic.edu.au/en/Community/School-Notes 

Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta and St Michael’s Primary School Policies are located on our website at: 
https://www.stmichaelsbhills.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Policies-and-Procedures 

 

School contact details 
               Phone:  9865 1600 Website: www.stmichaelsbhills.catholic.edu.au 
               Email: stmichaelsbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsBHills 

School terms 

Term 1 – Friday 28 January to Friday 8 April* 
Years 1-6  
• Friday 28 January and Monday 31 January - Mathematics 

Assessment Interviews:  
• Tuesday 1 February –Years 1-6 commence full day of school 
Kindergarten 
• Tuesday 1 February or Wednesday 2 February – Orientation 

visit on allocated day 
• Thursday 3 February – Kindergarten commences  
*Staff development day - Friday 8 April – no supervision 

Term 2 – Tuesday 26 April to Friday 1 July* 
*Staff development day - Friday 1 July – no supervision 

Term 3 – Monday 18 July to Friday, 23 September 
Term 4 – Monday 10 October to Tuesday 20 December* 

*Staff development days – Monday 20 & Tuesday 21 December 

School hours 

  8.20 am:  Supervision commences 
  8.45 am:   First bell 
  8.50 am:   Classes commence* 

(*Please note Children arriving after 8.50 am  
are marked as a partial absence.) 

10.00 am:   Crunch and Sip fruit and drink break 
11.00 am–11.30 am:  Recess 
11.30 am– 1.00 pm:  Classes resume 
  1.00 pm– 1.40 pm:  Lunch 
  1.40 pm– 3.10 pm:  Classes resume 
  3.10 pm:   Children locate to dismissal areas 
  3.10 pm:   Dismissal 
  3.40 pm:   Supervision finishes 

My child will be late to school 
Bring your child to the school office and sign them in. Your child 
can then proceed to class. 
My child is sick and cannot go to school 
If your child is sick you can send a Skoolbag app notification, email or 
call* the school office.  If you inform us with a Skoolbag notification or 
via email, you do not need to send in another note.  
*Please note—If you phone the office you will still need to send a signed 
note listing the days absent and reason. 
I need to pick up my child from school early 
Send a note to the teacher so they are aware that your child is leaving 
early. When you arrive, go to the office and sign your child out. Your 
child will then be called to the office to meet you.  Please note – there 
will be delays if you arrive to pick up your child/ren during recess or 
lunch. 
I need another parent/relative to pick up my child from school 
Send a note to the teacher informing them of who will pick up your 
child and when. If the class teacher does not have a written note then 
your child will not be permitted to go home with that person. 
I have a question regarding my child / their learning 
Your child’s class teacher is the first person to contact if you have any 
concerns regarding your child. If you need your child’s teacher to be 
aware of something simple, please write a note in your child’s diary. 
For matters which require discussion or an interview, please make a 
request via your child’s diary or email the school so that your message 
can be passed on to the teacher. 
Your child’s teacher will not be able to talk to you during school hours 
as they are teaching or may be on duty at recess, lunch, before or 
after school. Your child’s teacher will get in touch with you as soon as 
they can. 
My child has a medical condition 
If your child has asthma, needs an Epipen or has any other type of 
medical condition, please advise your child’s teacher and contact the 
school office to discuss your child’s medical condition further. You will 
also need to fill in the appropriate school documentation and provide 
the school office with documentation from your GP. 
My child requires medication at school 
If your child requires medication, please bring the medication to school 
and complete the medication forms stating the frequency and dosage. 
You will need to provide medication in the original packaging.  
If the prescription/non-prescription medication is to be taken 
temporarily, please complete the Temporary Medication to be taken at 
school form located on our website or available from the school 
office.  Under no circumstance should a child self-medicate from their 
school bag. All medication is kept in the school office. 

Electronic Communication 
The school Newsletter is sent electronically every fortnight to parents 
via the Skoolbag App and is also placed on our website.  We also use 
the Skoolbag App for other notifications, such as sport/music, bus 
delays, etc.  Please note that hard copy letters/notes are also sent 
home from time to time from the Principal, Assistant Principal, 
Teachers and P&F Committee. 

I am planning a family holiday during the school term 
● Government regulations require you to seek leave approval from 

the school for holidays of 5 days or more prior to your 
journey.  Contact the school office for an Application for Extended 
Leave (L) Travel Leave - Form A.1. This form is also available on 
our website. 

● Travel leave – 1-4 days – please send in a written note to the 
school prior to your leave. 

My child will be taking time off from school for the entertainment 
industry or an elite sporting event 
● Government regulations require you to seek an exemption from 

the school for all leave in the entertainment industry or elite 
sporting events. Contact the school office for an Application for 
Exemption from Attendance at School (M) - Form A.2. This form 
is also available on our website. 

Canteen 
The canteen is operated by Healthy Canteens and is open every 
Monday to Friday.  The canteen menu is located on our website. 
Uniform shop 
Uniforms are supplied by Oz Fashions. Parents can use the QKR APP 
for online ordering or the order form can be downloaded from our 
website and emailed to elle@ozfashions.com.au.  
Deliveries are made to the school every Tuesday and Friday mornings, 
except school holidays and public holidays. Orders received by 4 pm 
on Friday will be delivered on Tuesday. Orders received by 4 pm 
Wednesday will be delivered on Friday.  
Any queries regarding the uniform, please contact Oz Fashions by 
emailing Elle: elle@ozfashions.com.au  
OPAL Bus Passes 
If your child needs a new bus pass or loses their bus pass you will 
need to apply online.   Please go to the website: 
transportnsw.info/school-students 
My child has lost an item 
All lost property is taken to the lost property container outside the 
Mercy Room. Children are responsible for all items brought to school.  
Please ensure that your children’s items are securely labelled.   
Please do not allow your child to bring items of value to school. 

http://www.stmichaelsbhills.catholic.edu.au/en/Community/School-Notes
http://www.stmichaelsbhills.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:stmichaelsbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsBHills
mailto:elle@ozfashions.com.au
mailto:elle@ozfashions.com.au
http://transportnsw.info/school-students




Website:  www.stmichaelsbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au Email:  stmichaelsbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsBHills/ Telephone:  9865 1600 

http://www.stmichaelsbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stmichaelsbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsBHills/
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